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Kayla Lyon,    Director             September4th, 
2019
Department of Natural Resources
Wallace Building 502 E 9th Street
Des Moines, Iowa 50319                      E Mail:  kayla.lyon@dnr.iowa.gov

Dear Ms. Lyon,

Congratulations on your new position of Director of Natural Resources.  I 
hope you have taken your oath of office to uphold or support the constitution
of the state of Iowa with your new position.  The past 5 DNR Directors the 
last 12 years have allowed myself and all Iowans to remove state deer and 
other animals at any time to protect their property and person.  I hope you 
and your agency will again continue to uphold the constitutional rights of all 
Iowans.

Fur bearing animals are covered under the Code of Iowa 481.87, and deer 
are covered under the Iowa constitution and Supreme Court ruling # 30221 
for removal at any time to protect property and person.

I am a tree farmer have seen, along with the Iowa DNR the destruction 
caused by deer to my property.  This spring 2019, deer again moved in and 
started eating the new growth of my trees.   Other times they rub my trees 
and damage and destroy them year around.   I immediately took action to 
protect my property and have had to shoot 35 deer since May this year.   All 
Iowans do remove destructive deer 365 days a year to protect our property.

If you disapprove of my and all Iowans actions to protect our property your 
agency does have several options:

1. Iowa can pay me to allow state deer to occupy and damage and 
destroy my property, amount will be $250,000.00 per year.

2. Your agency can remove destructive state animals, and erect and 
maintain a fence to keep deer off my property; estimated cost is over 
$1,000,000.00 and would be a terrible waste of our natural resources.  
There is no law that requires anyone to spend their time or money to 
erect or maintain any fence to keep deer off their private property.

3. Submit a proposal that is faster, cheaper and more effective than what 
I am presently doing to protect my property.   I presently spend less 
than $50.00 per year to remove 30-50 destructive deer from my 



property.  I have previously allowed state hunting and been enrolled in 
the deer depredation program and they failed to protect my property.

If you feel I or any Iowan has violated any state laws please notify me 
immediately and explain in detail how you will protect our property.   I do not
kill any animals except to protect my property, but may or may not allow 
state sanctioned hunting, but hunting is a privilege and protecting my person
and property is a right.

Hunting laws have never been effective to reduce deer numbers or damage. 
Cedar County has to issue 750 extra licenses every year to kill excessive 
over populations of deer.  If the state of Iowa ever did an environmental, 
financial and medical impact statement on state deer they would see that 
they cost Iowans over 275 million dollars every year. 

I may employ others to protect my property and they will carry a letter or 
have on their phone permission to do so.  We may use artificial light to 
remove deer at night.  No part of the animal will be used by any person 
unless authorized by your agency.  Any animal killed will be available to your
agency if requested by you. We can notify you if you wish to pick up any 
deceased animals.  Otherwise all deceased animals will be left in the field 
and will be consumed by other native wildlife.  Full metal jacket bullets in 
rifles will be used so there is no chance of lead contamination of other 
animals.

I am requesting a reply within 30 days of the receipt of this letter.  If I do not 
hear from you in that time, I will act under the assumption that I have your 
approval and continue to protect my person and property.  This letter will 
apply to all Iowans.  If you do not approve of a person’s right to protect their 
person and property, you will need to immediately resign your commission 
as DNR director as you would be in violation of your oath of office. 

Sincerely,   

Kevin Kelly
Windbreakologist
 E Mail:  stopthedeerdamage@yahoo.com



cc.  Governor Kim Reynolds
        Cedar County Attorney Jeff Renander
        Eric Wright, Cedar County Conservation Officer
        www.stopthedeerdamage.com
        All other Iowans

“Our freedoms we prize and our rights we will maintain”


